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of Mr. Jefferson as a political character; and ardently
eager as I was for his success, I retained my previously
conceived ideas of the coarseness and vulgarity of his
appearance and manners and was therefore equally awed
and surprised, on discovering the stranger whose deport-
ment was so dignified and gentlemanly, whose language
was so refined, whose voice was so gentle, whose coun-
tenance was so benignant, to be no other than Thomas
Jefferson. How instantaneously were all these precon-
ceived prejudices dissipated, and in proportion to their
strength, was the reaction that took place in my opinions
and sentiments. I felt that I had been the victim of
prejudice, that I had been unjust. The revolution of
feeling was complete and from that moment my heart
warmed to him with the most affectionate interest and I
implicitly believed all that his friends and my husband be-
lieved and which the after experience of many years con-
firmed. Yes, not only was he great, but a truly good man!
The occasion of his present visit, was to make arrange-
ments with Mr. Smith for the publication of his Man-
ual for Congress, now called Jefferson's manual The
original was in his own neat, plain, but elegant hand
writing. The manuscript was as legible as printing and
it& unadorned simplicity was emblematical of his char-
acter; ^ It is still preserved by Mr. Smith and valued as
a precious relique.

^ After the affair of business was settled, the conversa-
. tioii became general and Mr. Jefferson several times
addressed himself to me; but although his manner was
unchanged, my feelings were, and I could not recover
sufficient ease to join in the conversation. He shook
tads cordially with M both when he departedj and in
a manner ^hidi saW as plain as words could do, "I am

'                                            ' my
